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Introduction 
The financi al r ecords , ledger sheets, minutes , member-
ship r olls , and other documents perta ining to the Buffalo 
Cooperative Economic Society , Inc. , and its ~ommunity store 
are preserved on this microfilm. The society was founded 
in the 1920 1 s and continued to function until about 1960. 
Some of the goals and objectives of the society are contained 
in document # l. The main mover and founder of t he organi-
zati on was Dr . E. E. Nel son, a local medical doctor . Dr . 
Ne l son and his wife - -Mrs . Alberta F . 0 1Leary Nelson kep t 
detailed records of the society during its more t han 30 
year history. When t be cooperative •s store was l 3gall y 
dissolved in the early 1960 ' s, Dr. and Mrs. Nelson moved 
t he many boxes of documents and records into the garage 
or their home at 445 Cornwall Avenue . The documents 
remained t here until they were made available t o this writer 
i n August, 1973 . 
I l earned of the d ocuments while t aping some inter--
v iews with Dr . and Mrs . Nelson during the Summer of 1973. 
Those interviews were to be part of a l arger project which 
#as to be co-conducted by Ralph Watkins ( a fellow Ph. D. 
candidate i n his tory at SUNY) and myself . Our intent was 
to c ollect and preserve primary sources (ora l history 
i nitially) which coul d be used in researching problems and 
t hemes in t he history of the Buffalo black communit y . It 
i s certainly an undet•statement to say t hat the records of the 
I 
( 
Buffalo Cooperative Econo=nic Society was an unexpec1;ed 
windfall. It is hoped that the microfilming of those docu-
ments represents the beg inning of a giant s tep in the 
collecting and preserving of primary s ources dea l ing with 
the history of blacks in Burfa lo. 
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